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A historical process of transformation is unfolding in many Arab
Mediterranean

partners of the European Union (Euro-Mediterranean Partnership - EMP) since
2011. The political revolutions and uprisings of th e ‘Arab Spring’ are not
only changing the societies of these countries, but they are reshaping the
entire regional landscape. It would be fair to argu e that the Arab Spring,
as

well as the deep transformations of the EU over the last two decades and
particularly in the last two years of crisis necess itate new enquiries into
this geopolitical context: the workings of integrat ion, its limits and

gaps,

its diversity and its paradoxes are of central impo rtance. It is the
complex

interplay between integration and

fragmentation that we wish to address in this confe rence.

This interdisciplinary conference aims at offering an analysis of the state
of

the

“Euromediterranean”, a region framed as political ¢ onstruct by numerous
policies initiated by the European Union (EU) towar ds its “Mediterranean
partners” since the 1990s. The conference will exam ine the normative
effects

of the Euromed policies and their institutional set tings on the social and
spatial practices of the actors of the Euromediterr anean region.

A changing context

The Euromediterranean was considered as a geopoliti cal device to structure
EU

policy towards the southern Mediterranean neighbors . It was inspired by the
vision of the (European) founding fathers of the EM P. It aimed at the
emergence

of a “shared area of peace and stability” and “pros perity” in the
Mediterranean (Barcelona Declaration, 1995), very m uch in the vein of the
EU’s own foundational idea. However, in 2013, the e mergence of the “shared
space” prophesised by the Barcelona Declaration is still a remote prospect,
for many reasons. First, severe political hurdles a re in the way of further
integration, in particular the long-standing issue of the Israeli-Arab
conflict. Second, the gaps in social, economic and political development
between the two shores are deep as ever, as are the misunderstandings among
their societies1. Twenty years of Euromediterranean policies have failed to
build more convergent paths ofdevelopment in this regard. In fact, it might
be justified to ask whether they had any impact at all. Finally, the

different

EU policy initiatives towards the Mediterranean tha t have occurred since
Barcelona (European Neighbourhood Policy in 2003; t he Union for the

Mediterranean in 2008) have failed to build upon ea ch other and eroded the



regional approach enclosed in the EMP in

favour of more differentiated bilateral partnership
states

and its partners.
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more vividly.

Finally, the political and economic dynamics of the
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They

are increasingly shaped by globalisation and the em
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power balance where Gulf countries, emerging Asian
certain

extent also Turkey have a say.
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also the case of Turkey, which has become a player
its

own right, both as economic and regional political
Ten years after the launch of the European Neighbou
after the Union for the Mediterranean, two years af
Arab

uprisings, this conference aims at exploring the pr
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This exploration will focus on the following broad
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of regional integration? What kind of spaces is it
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the issue of norms is the issue of the circulation
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otherness and identity? In this regard, the confere
the
production of alternative geographies of the Medite

An international interdisciplinary conference at Un
France

We invite applications from the political science,
sciences

(geography, sociology, anthropology) as well as fro
We particularly encourage the submission of papers
case-studies. Papers which present new theoretical
methodological

approaches are also very much welcome.

The questions that will be tackled in the conferenc
whole

Mediterranean area. However, papers dealing with so
case

studies or processes will be given priority.

A selection of the best papers will be published in
leading academic journal.

Application

Please apply with an abstract of not more than 400
one-page biography or CV. If you are selected, you
submit

an extended abstract closer to the conference date.
Working languages will be English and French and yo
the

two

languages. Should you chose to present in French, p
Powerpoint

presentation in English.

- Deadline for the submission of abstracts: 6 April

- The Scientific Committee will reply by: 6 May 201
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Please send your abstract to: conference-med@univ-rennes2.fr

Organisation

Organised by the CNRS research unit ESO-Rennes, in
Centre

for Excellence Jean Monnet (Rennes-1 and Rennes 2),

supported by the research programme SYSREMO (“Globa

a
regional system in the Middle East”), funded by the
Recherche, France (laboratoire ESORennes).
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